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THE AIM OF BUDDHISM

RS BRNSNSHS RSN

Freed am |, O Bhikkhus, from all bonds, whether
divine or human. You, too, O Bhikkhus, are freed from all
bonds whether divine or human.

MUARSNENW aRERMSIERENEAGhgNw BsH
167M UESA Y MWARMEN HRGMENRARAIE
ndnntigiignw Besnsim yusagy

“Go forth, O Bhikkhus, for the good of the many, for
the happiness of the many, out of compassion for the
world, for the good, benefit, and happiness of gods and
men... Let not two go by one way. Preach, O Bhikkhus,
the Dhamma, excellent in the beginning, excellent in the
middle, excellent in the end, both in spirit and in the letter.
Proclaim the Holy Life altogether, perfect and pure”.

HWUARGMEN HAgWENt GIENGIGIMAWInG (5
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USHAM SHUSEY SMMSHHGNHE Sunjms: 1 #A
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“There are beings with a little dust in their eyes, who,

not hearing the Dhamma, will fall away. There will be
those who understand the Dhamma”.

(The Buddha..)
RHINRGMGNUIEUMSEN (Fiw fuguisipiian
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FOUNDATION OF RELIGIONS
SRNG5S

Before we discuss this subject “ Why Buddhism?”, we
must find out why religion or how the idea of religion
started in man’s mind at the beginning.

BESMEHIMANNUMSUEH TNEHMShMSNeng-
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Thousands of years ago when man’s mind started
thinking about various kinds of natural phenomena in this
world, he found many wonderful experiences. When
certain natural forces or phenomena were not in his favour
he had to suffer. He had seen disasters, and terrific
incidents. Then he started to think of how to find out a
solution to get rid of unfavourable conditions which
created fear, suspicion, insecurity, tension and suffering.
He knew that these things were beyond the comprehension
of man’s thinking power.

nimaginginelifiy  IBRBHIUHYSMIANKNS®Y
ifwfmdnggaeymnignowigulianmss
metniAmitinsirang i Fsubmfsand  0wms
RENUGETE  umssuhRBshSnmERIRmghtms
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yUgNY Eﬁaﬁgitmﬁéﬁi%}igﬁﬂ UNTHA IHNIHTIRY
Amnimhsnwanyam R imsimugidni)Baths
B TeunsEgjms mifwaw miwifj #ugue
mIUiigs Sinwsfeneingn 1 grinlut  Ingiums
RN BRMNRRIVEAI g} 4

Therefore, he thought there must be some invisible
powerful supernatural forces or persons behind all these
things. Then he started to pray and worship them and

started to make animal sacrifices in order to please these
supernatural powers. He also started to praise and worship
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as thanksgiving when certain phenomena were in his
favour by thinking that these were the acts of gods.

gigegrnmeind [MAEMNSiiAHng yugayns
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The aim of these practices was to gain protection and
blessings from these gods to live in this world without
facing much difficulties. That was how this belief or
practice called religion originated. That was why man
started to pray. When this concept of religion started to
develop, certain other important practices were also
incorporated into religion. They were religious rites,
rituals, and ceremonies or festivals. They organised them
according to their traditions, customs, and ways of life in
their own respective countries.
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The foundation of religion was laid by man at the
beginning for self-preservation because of fear, suspicion,
insecurity, misunderstanding of life and natural
phenomena. These served as the foundation for religions

as materials like bricks, stones, sand, cement and earth
used for laying the foundation of a building.

Aifsanem  ypanismimAnanu g (i
nsuifimgfuusayhid mnomimigshinsiings
isfniity sufue sonsd Smgansyhisiagnus |
gingsthpansigpiinmum {ujuigeh wmigiugnm
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After that, man erected this building of religion by
introducing faith, offerings, prayers, vows, penalties,
morals and ethics in the name of god in order to control
mankind. And also to find out an eternal place called
paradise for one’s happiness and peace of the soul.

UNUYMGHH YSHIMSHRMMMI INUEYUES{Hs-
ANFISISE  TWASIANSINg MIgiNs mIgiatus
U8 MISGRISNAY SU[HURNEEMSHUNE[NsMEISH
ingjuiphusnthi 1 iinwskiunginighnsn: g
Mt "hswh” wnUishne wAsEn Susigens
IS mANI TR YSa) o

REeT
FOUNDATION OF BUDDHISM
fiaRangeses

Later, when we study how another religion called
“Buddhism” came into existence, we find that Buddha had
not used any of those age old beliefs. He did not introduce
the concept of god, soul theory, eternal hell or eternal
heaven to build up Buddhism. He did not make use of fear

and distorted views regarding the natural phenomena in
support of his religion.
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Neither did he ask for blind faith or unnecessary rites
and rituals. He did not believe in self-torture, nor the
imposition of penalties or commandments in the building

up of Buddhism. He also did not seek for any message
from elsewhere to build up Buddhism.

perpisugiBadmin cayinn gyl
griggimmminghigomsitmndias LEE R
MIMAGIANREZSIY  GBsiT pumImAnswEjegrtn
UMIvINGUON fHmITEn e ganaueig)s § LG
nglginanammyw  Origmdpngs  pumiufa
[GENEIN 4

He used different ideas or materials such as Right
Understanding of the life, the world and nature of the

natural phenomena or cosmic order and the real charac-
teristics of mind and matter, elements and energies,
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moral and spiritual development, discipline, mental
training and purification, knowledge, wisdom and
enlightenment to erect this religious building.

[NesyMSI{Doays: UM SMgNWMSEEhmItu-
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It is true that he used certain religious materials used
by other religionists at that time such as kamma — action
and reaction, rebirth and certain moral principles but not in
the same manner or in the same sense. He refined them
and introduced them in a rational, scientific and psycho-
logical way.
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AN INDEPENDENT RELIGION

s RI0ANT

Buddhism is not a concoction of religions. It had its
own characteristics and identity. By realising that no other
religious teachers had found the absolute truth and final
salvation of man, he pointed out that others had developed
only certain worldly powers and could manage to attain
only certain stages of spiritual development without
complete purification of the mind, and also not free from
all superstitious beliefs, impurities, illusion, delusion,
imagination, hallucination and ignorance.

[enganis BT HSENUN[BUR [BUIEW 91 aNfa
isssnn: SuRsmarmaihlgamAann 1 s
meEmMUIInNEnAMMSIRWMsivgss susiineiiu
YIRPIANAYIGE (R EGNSBHUTINE wnuiin-
RNGWMGNUIGIISAI [FEMSRETMNAWANS S EUR
Uins I EsMEnEsglustRAANAUIAGMS 1w
rEsmuiasgaitig il Sumsfioiuy G H5
SR WIBRIM (TEND MIGEIBTE MOEING RN
SHMNHIthMsIgw ¥

The real meaning or the purpose of this word

“religion” can be understood when we study the way how
the Buddha introduced this “religious way of noble life.” If
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we were to utilise the word “religion” to introduce the
teachings of the Buddha, we must also understand the
different interpretations given to this word by other relig-
ionists, then everyone can understand “Why Buddhism” is
needed.

Syt wMmaIBiNGismag "’ muginsusm
FnatslinEGANANNYY  UIEE et {gRinuan
HIWNEEE (Wi yHIwUEDiss Y (DS
mny " sniuminggainaianEapegg b
piswogimiunanuigye wuismianungignes
RANGE] 1 IRINSIDUGHHRMMARWGNSH TG E
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The Buddha managed to remove certain misconcep-
tions, which had been held by people for thousands of
years. For example, in those days everybody in this world
believed that the sun rotated daily round the earth. People
had this belief due to lack of proper knowledge of the
world system. But when Copernicus discovered and
proved that it is not the sun that rotates round the earth but
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is this earth which goes round the sun, then slowly people
realised that it is true.

e EgmsUimagimipmeen  (rlwtig)
Ui nsmIinIw S SMENw KR IWINNTMaE
wmidits 1 agunind isindmie sgupsiguhananniss
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There was another misconception people had about the
earth. For thousands of years people believed that the earth

was flat. Galileo discovered and proved that the earth is
round but not flat. Later people accepted that truth also.

MSMILANGMen;n ([UMsenn yuniRjngs #n
ins v nomagingineliin iBwusuws (nathish ®
insBmenuaiion 1 1K 2wdig)d (Calileo) WSENITI
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When Copernicus discovered that the sun is the centre
of our solar system, people had to give up the former
belief that the earth is the centre of our solar system. The
belief that many ancient philosophers had up to thel9th
Century that the atom is the ultimate entity of matter, and
that it is impossible to split it, was given up when nuclear
scientists managed to split it; likewise the belief that the
people had for thousands of years that the soul is a
permanent entity created by God had to be given up when
the Buddha pointed out and gave his reasons that it is a
wrong concept and there is no such thing as permanent
entity. To him it is only a dream.

1S106UTaN S ijtﬁ%tjﬁj (Copernicus) MS{niiniin
s emdnjdmsigusamisphgaimatiuaiy
wgujgiagnuAnsmsmwgitigiznn  insdgmsin
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fordjimmseis  Tig] guinuYSa M AR IN
numsghtins  sgmekiges  diananchigaea:itn

meuiiniginhuI (e maisn RgTmStRTmsTEN



14 1G5 mssheIsngans?

19N [PeE N TGMS{ERENMEIEN SURMHRITN
[enyth hthmipmasae:en st psHyisuthmse
fEthaumigiwy  Siunemengiydin  mesnyiuiEfy

ArNiget NATESthMIwBmbume 4

This belief exists in man’s mind just like the visual
object of rainbow colours where there is no reality. The
Buddha explained that the idea of soul is only a
misunderstanding of man’s consciousness. If there is a
soul, is there any reason for the Buddha to hide it without
revealing it to His followers? Certainly not, particularly
because this concept of soul theory is a very important
issue to every other religionist.

figjisemstitunugdiugpann  Diuthonnsgug
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The theory of evolution, which was discovered by
Charles Darwin, disproved the then popular creation
theory that life was created by God. Geology, Biology and
Physiology also explained very clearly that it had taken
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millions of years for the appearance of first life on this
earth. These discoveries never contradict each other when
one studies the teachings of the Buddha very carefully.
Modern discovery of the gradual development of mineral
life, plant life and other living things and living beings
coincided with the teachings of the Buddha.

HERGM]S IR BT MR hunann wwig] s
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To the question how life came into existence, the
Buddha gave a simple and reasonable answer. He said life
is only a combination of mind and matter. Further he
defined the mind as composed of feeling, perception,
mental formations and consciousness. Again he analysed
the matter into four elements as solidity, fluidity, heat and
motion.
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When we study the explanation of the Buddha about
the Cosmos, we find that he mentioned the existence of

certain living beings, both fortunate and unfortunate, not
only in this world but also in certain other planets.

iglinutDinIjsa (s SiBANS IR [N NAEGH
AMANAEE NS [NeHRNSHEUNWANMGIANANHY
gitmainmiy Sumesinmiy Bs{Rutamnanmissiinmeis
” o o y 00 oy o
Ulg sHyRgHRigNANAMRoIgiaRing o

The modern scientists and astronomers are open

minded and conceded the possibility of the existence of
some living beings in certain other planets.
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Many of those traditional religious beliefs are exactly
like the former beliefs about the world system and the
origin of life. But the Buddha’s teachings are akin to the
new discoveries.

figf inianumeign Ahathgsmeutg] met
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The belief that religious rites and rituals were the only
important practices for man to find his salvation was not
supported by the Buddha. According to the Buddha the
development of morality, concentration or the purification

of mind are the important aspects of religious life for the
final salvation.
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He pointed out that for a man to be religious, he must
lead a harmless, blameless, respectable, decent, noble and
pure life. The mere act of praying or making offerings

does not by itself make a man a religious man or gain him
his perfection and salvation.

Lﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁgmﬁiﬂmm ‘i:iSlﬁj‘jmijﬁﬁ'lSﬁﬂﬁjm Qﬁiﬁ‘[ﬁﬁ’
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He also advised people to keep away from evil
practices. The idea of keeping away from evil must be for
the welfare of the living beings and not because of the fear
of god or punishment. At the same time, he advised us to

cultivate the good humane qualities, practise good deeds,
and help others without any selfish motive.

PeYg  MegMsiuismitiusaBsg]iE ANy
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The Buddha was the only religious teacher who gave
highest credit to man’s intelligence. He advised us not to
become slaves to external agencies but to develop our
hidden power with self-confidence.

PenmEg Aniuinnuninywes Huneg
giffinn ARAMN SBSHIANRSENW 1 [NerNmSiu]s
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He also pointed out that man is responsible for
everything in this world. His pain and pleasure, both were
created by him and he has the ability to get rid of his
sufferings and maintain peace and happiness by using his
effort and wisdom without depending on external powers.
Man’s untrained mind is responsible for all the troubles,

calamities, disturbances, unfavorable atmosphere and the
changes of elements and matter.
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At the same time, man’s mind can change this unfor-
tunate situation of the world and can make peaceful, pro-
sperous, and happy world for all to live in if man uses his

mind properly. This can be done only through the purified
mental energy.
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Buddhism is a religion which always encourages man
to face facts of life without acting as a hypocrite and to
accept the truth whatever and wherever it may Dbe.
Therefore, Buddhists do not reject the facts pertaining to
worldly matters discovered by great thinkers and
scientists. Although the Buddha had paid more attention to
spiritual development, he never neglected man’s worldly
progress.

NGNS hEnuSEAEN RS NEHYSayg s
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In his teachings, we can find some sound and practical
advices for man to work properly without wasting valuable
time and effort and also to act wisely for the progress of
mankind. He said that man should fulfil his duties towards
his family, relatives, friends, community, his country, and
the whole world.
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Therefore, Buddhists should not ignore their duties and
obligations to make this a happy and peaceful world by
contributing their share within their capacity. He also did
not interfere with the affairs of government or with
reasonable laws imposed by government. He was not
against any social custom and tradition if they are
harmless and useful to the society.
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At the same time, he also never sought political or
military power to introduce his way of religious life
although the kings and the ministers were His followers.
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This is a religion, which teaches us to serve others, to
sacrifice our own comfort for the sake of suffering
humanity, and to observe religious precepts or disciplines
voluntarily but not as commandments imposed by some
unseen beings. By observing such good principles accor-
ding to own conviction not only that we get the chance to
be perfect but we also help others to live in peace.
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This perfection is the highest goal, which a person
must attain in order to gain his salvation. It cannot be
obtained through the influence of any God.
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COME AND SEE THE RESULTS
IMMEDIATELY

CUERBRESY

According to this religion we can see the results of
most of our good and bad actions within this life time.
Heavenly bliss or Nirvanic bliss can be experienced within
this life time. It is not necessary to wait to see the results
only after our death as taught by many other religions.
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That is why the Buddha always welcomes people to
come and see his way of teachings but not to come and
believe it at once. He also advised people on how to
choose a proper religion by considering and investigating
in various ways without accepting anything through
emotion or blind faith.
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This is why Buddhism is called a doctrine of analysis.
Here in this religion, we can see the scientific and
psychological analysis of mind and matter which modern
great thinkers can appreciate.

gshitnganngigugganungingmms - aows
TMAGHIS: Y puMNmaNsslunEiy  ynimeimilms
Bntonisme Bugu metuilenan Sufnaniudnan

1eusignBwy mun il gugimiunids |

N o =



26 [ EIMSISHGAIIIS?

UNIVERSAL LAWS
NSRS

To those who talk about the first cause of this world,
the Buddha has said that it is impossible to find a first
cause since everything is changing, interdependent and
conditioned by others. The things that acted once as cause
next may become the effect, and after sometime that effect
may become the cause again. This phenomenon will
continue without stopping. This phenomenon is called
universal law of Anicca or impermanency.
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The Buddha was the teacher who discovered the real
nature of the universal cosmic law and who advised people

to live in accordance with this law. He mentioned that
those who violate this law, such as going against nature,
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and lead an immoral life, must be ready to face the
consequences.
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It is impossible to escape from the reactions of such
cosmic laws simply by praying to god, because this
universal law is unbiased. It is impossible to escape from
the reaction of this law. But the Buddha has taught us how
to stop the reactions of deeds, by training the mind and
eradicating evil thoughts from the mind. After violating
the cosmic order there is no other method to get rid of the
reaction except by co-operating with the same cosmic law.
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MENTAL CURRENT

The Karma that the Buddha has explained is accepted
by the world famous psychologist Carl Jung as collective
consciousness. This is nothing but the depositary of karma
seeds in mental energy.
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As long as the collective consciousness and “will to
live” remain in the mind as mentioned by the philosophers
also, rebirth will take place whether people believe it or
not. The elements of the body may disintegrate but mental
current together with “will to live” will be transmitted and
another life will be conditioned according to that collective
consciousness.
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Gravitation and law of conservation of energy disco-
vered by the modern scientists like Newton support the
doctrine of karma of action and reaction introduced by the
Buddha.

goumingd  Shupompsminedpimsimdbmith
HAISNAN RSN ) §8 (Newton) FpSmigs!

[y RTEu e IE NS M YR 4

N o =

MAN CAN BECOME GOD
BRRPNEMEIRINARN

According to the Buddha, man can even become a god
if he leads a decent and righteous way of life irrespective
of his religious beliefs, but other religions only advise man
to pray to god to get blessings.
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They also preach that only after death can man go to
heaven, but that heavenly bliss or experience does not
mean that man too can get the privilege to become a god.

However, Buddhist concept of god is different from that of
other religions.
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No founder of a religion has ever said that the follo-
wers too can one day get the chance to gain the same
experience, the same peace, happiness and the same
salvation as did the founder of that religion. But the
Buddha has said that anyone can become a Buddha if one
can practise the same perfection, the same method
practised by Him.
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THE NATURE OF THE MIND
SSEINREG

The rapid changes of mind and the elements of the
body have been explained in Buddhism. According to the
Buddha, in every fraction of a split second the mind app-
ears and disappears. Biology, physiology and psychology
also teach the same nature of changes in life. Therefore
life is not static.
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Another psychologist, Prof. William James has
explained about the point-moment of consciousness. He
pointed out how consciousness comes into being and
passes away again in rapid succession.
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According to the nature that causes the continuous
process of mind, as soon as a thought is born, it gives birth

to another thought and dies. The thought that is born in
turn gives birth to another thought and dies and so on.
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To the question how evil thoughts appeared in man’s
mind at the beginning, the answer can be found in this
religion. The cause of those evil thoughts is man’s selfish
motives which exist due to craving for existence.
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EVERYTHING IS OPEN
gopsehemitngnignes

When we study the life and the teachings of the
Buddha we can see that everything is open to everybody.
There are no secret doctrines. The events which took place
during his whole life were open and there were no hidden
and mystical incidents.
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In the eyes of the Buddha, so called supernatural
powers to many people are not supernatural but only
natural phenomena which ordinary man cannot
understand.
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If the component things are subject to the natural laws

of change — decay and death, how can we introduce them
as supernatural powers?
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Even the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and death had
also taken place in normal circumstances. He lived as a
normal religious teacher.
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PROCESS OF EVOLVING
Sinftenussy

The Buddha has pointed out the process of
evolving from the animal life into human status and from
human status into divine status. Divine life into Brahma
status and Brahma life into perfect life.
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One can also proceed from noble pure life directly
into perfect holy life. The Buddha has pointed out the
reverse order as well, that is, going from human life into
animal life.
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MODERATE WAY OF LIFE
séiesseg

The Buddha has advised people to follow the middle
path in every aspect of their life. But many people have
not realised the real meaning and usefulness of this noble
middle path.
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The deep meaning of this middle path is not only a

righteous way of life, not only avoiding two extremes of
life, and not only leading a moderate life but to learn how
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to use our human senses or faculties without misusing or
abusing them. The meaning of the formation of these
senses is to protect our life, to avoid certain dangers and to
find out our livelihood.
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But unfortunately, many people spend their whole life
only for the gratification of these senses and misuse them
to satisfy only their desires. Finally, their craving becomes

more intense but they never get the satisfaction they crave
for.
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Many immoral practices, cruel deeds, mental disturba-
nces, nervous breakdowns, unhealthy competition, tension
and unrest which are very common in the modern misused
the senses.
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Then the instinctive power of these senses also grad-
ually starts to decay and many types of sickness appear in
the human organs. That is how man pays the price for
misusing or overtaxing his own five senses. If there is too
much attachment to sensual pleasure in this world, we
have no time to mould and prepare for our future life or
the next world, and then it will become a miserable one.

QSN N R AT S G HaR I el
a =3 ’ ¢ o o
USBENY NHETUIASNIAR SN UNUMIBSa] 1 1R

fuil iweswjeugnwsammnmmimesiugugs

= U
1 v

o

oty UMURSK{BHOMRmIIENG Y [URisiTmatang
aamelimisipinanmiss  ibunsthmenuHTivSSajjw
sumnqjuifuigsntigmeg  mannewyeidjs 4

Hiy histhmusigithuane b mmy 4

S



38 [ FIMSEISHGAIIS?
BUDDHIST ATTITUDE
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The Buddha has advised that it is cruel and unfair for
us to destroy any living beings, but many other religious
teachers have ignored this aspect. Destroying the lives of
other living beings is not the only solution to get rid of the
nuisance created by them.
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The aim of Buddhism is to awaken mankind to the
attainment of the highest happiness through clear under-
standing of life and nature. Its aim is not to create certain
wild imagination in the mind or to please the emotion of
the people or to indulge in uncertain worldly desires. It
also does not promise eternal mundane pleasure anywhere.
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REAL NATURE OF LIFE
GIENGRTSE

Buddhism gives a clear picture of both sides of life.
The real nature of life- the cause of suffering and the cause
of happiness. Medical theory, science and technology have
not discovered any remedy for man’s mental pain; frustra-
tion and unsatisfactoriness of life.
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The purpose of life is a very complicated issue since
different people give different interpretations. However,
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from the Buddhist point of view it is only to find out a
complete solution for the problems of life and the
attainment of unconditioned state of happiness.
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WHAT IS WISDOM?
sEEIBEN®
c 5
From the Buddhist point of view, wisdom is based on
right understanding and right thought, the realisation of the
universal law and development of insight not only to see

the truth but also to perceive the way for complete
liberation of unsatisfactoriness of life.
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Therefore, real wisdom cannot be found in academic
institutions or in the laboratory of scientific research or in
a place of worship where people always go and pray or

perform certain rites and rituals. The wisdom is within the
mind.
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When the experience, understanding, realisation and
purification are completed, this wisdom, comprising of the
highest perfection can be seen. The aim of life is the
attainment of this wisdom. Instead of searching what there
IS in outer space, if man makes the effort to find out the
nature of inner space, man can reach his final goal.
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Man can get rid of the worldly natural forces which are
not favourable for him by strengthening and purification
of his mind to attain supramundane state of happiness
where these forces have no power to function anymore.
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A PRACTICAL METHOD
S5uded
One philosopher has said that religion contradicts all
that man has ever experienced. If it is so Buddhism does

not belong to that type of religion, since the Buddha has
taught us everything through his experience.
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Many philosophers, great thinkers and scientists have
used only their worldly knowledge, thinking power and
wisdom to find out many things and they have expressed
their views accordingly. Even with such intellectual
knowledge it is impossible to understand the real nature of
the phenomena without the purification of mind.
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When we study certain statement made by some scho-
lars we can see some truths in their sayings. But many of
those sayings remain as dry philosophy because they have
used only their brains with much illusion and egoism. But
the Buddha has used his brain and heart both as refined
human intelligence with compassion and wisdom to
understand the things in their proper perspective. That is
why his teaching has never become a dry philosophy or
theory, but a practical method to solve human problems.
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DOES REAL RELIGION HINDER WORLD
PROGRESS?

(EESISRING  NNIOHURVERIEIROHA6RIAGD

Many scientists, great thinkers and philosophers have
adopted a hostile attitude towards religions. They say
religions hinder the progress of mankind and mislead them
by introducing ridiculous, superstitious beliefs and
practices and try to keep people away from the facts
discovered by the scientists. But when we ascertain the
way how they explain the meaning of religion, we can
understand that Buddhism does not belong to those
religious groups.
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Therefore, in time to come if those intellectuals are
going to oust or refute religion, it is impossible for them to
throw away Buddhism as a false religion because the
Buddha has revealed absolute truth. If there is truth, that
will remain forever as a truth. If any truth is changeable
under certain conditions, then it is not absolute truth. That
is why the truth revealed by the Buddha is called noble
truth. That truth leads man to be noble man. Therefore,
there will remain a noble, righteous way of life which is
strong enough to face any intellectual and scientific
challenge.
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In that respect the Buddha’s message is unshakeable.
Intellectuals surely give due respect to this way of life if
they really can understand what the Buddha taught.

J

wnpidneanivoiss MeEBIvR s YIYgEsmEin

umeidinr e umiggiugnuwiisthsinmin Sunsmmis

ime iogmENahMEwsiFiunsumaEgmaity |

Therefore, the teachings of the Buddha will continue to
be a way of life, continue to aspire for a noble, holy and
perfect life, a life of peace and happiness whether religious
labels exist or not.
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A LIBERAL RELIGION
COULESLEY

Another important point that the Buddha has taught us
is how to live, work and co-operate with the followers of
other co-religionists without disturbing them while
practising our own religion. This type of liberal religion is
very important if we are to live peacefully without
religious prejudices and conflicts. The Buddha’s peace
message of tolerance is remarkable. It is a great virtue and
is useful for peaceful co-existence in any country with any
race at any time.
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A FREE RELIGION
ISR WESITINRES

The freedom that the followers of the Buddha enjoy in
this world is commendable. In fact, many Buddhists have
not yet realised this. We have full freedom to judge and to
think, either to accept or to reject anything.

wiimn - iRugganmEnggnINB RIS Eieini
wnAigs BRIGJRNNTY MEhs QgANMSRMMEeEsNS
metl  yanegidimmssisiigiig  ubumsEImn
WERCIERMInEEEY numifin iguehnumIsgutn
YURI HIng] H RUEIEU BB

We are not bound to accept anything in the name of
religion either simply by thinking of the greatness of the
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religious teacher or by thinking that it is our duty to accept
just because those teachings are found in our holy
scripture or because they are our traditions or customs.
Buddhists are at liberty to investigate and to accept if
agreeable with their own conviction.

b Essintigsigneguwngl Bunuisanum ty

1

I EIW NIRRT ENNNEY gMIAnt hthmEnRy
TURTDHANMIGGIIR  T{Me{ERghnmeEimsiRIRIb
iginuABnuaiGy yth heuiond Gisjudantiuaiiy
19818 1 GANMWSAMSIIMNRUMIMENE SYMISg
Wi [PosTMEE I UStiS MU nEgs 9
Buddhists do not accept or reject anything without any
sensible reasons. They never say that they are forbidden to
do this or that. They say that they do not like to do this
because it creates some troubles or miseries or pains or
disturbance amongst the masses. They do certain good
deeds not because Buddhism asks them to do so but

because they realise the value and meaning of such good
practices for the welfare of others.

nguiiggiugnwdsissingguwn yudinmmugigy
TWNSIUIHRAIG 1 IRESEUSImW i nstmsuns
Begniiss wiisndjw nmsiABunw s 1ABsEE
i imesignsiGamsurmeniwnuNwEn MWERNY g
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This is a religion of freedom which never restricts the
personal affairs of man if they are not immoral or harmful.
Buddhists have full freedom to organise their family
affairs without violating the basic religious principles. This
religion is like a gold mine to intellectuals to do some
research work and to find out the deeper aspect of
psychology, philosophy, science and the universal law, for

the spiritual development and for the liberation of mankind
from unsatisfactoriness and unrest.
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That is why for more than 2500 years, Buddhism could
manage to convince the masses in almost every Asian
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country. At that time people invited and welcomed the
Buddha’s teachings as a peace message or a goodwill
message. That is why Buddhists have introduced this
religion without any difficulty, without adopting any kind
of exploitation.

TRHLIETw M HT N BE00 Mnghun
188 [PINGANIIRNMBIFAHIMBSMSHSignda whwifss
OB {ROUISIS MMIAT 1 18N uSaeIgNtw
WSRHANEMNAES AjIfe UL ey g E
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BUDDHA PREACHED THROUGH HIS OWN
EXPERIENCE

eSS ERIRORD IR S GEIBIS:
b G? = ~4 EAL) 3 <
BROCEIBRYIBIBH QN

This is the only religion which explained to mankind
through experience, realisation, wisdom and enlighten-
ment of the founder of this religion without introducing it
as a message given by a god.
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Human problems must be understood by a human
being through human experience by developing great
humane virtues and should find out the solution to settle
these problems by a human being through the purification
and development of that human mind, and not through
outsiders. That is why the Buddha did not introduce
Himself as a supernatural saviour. He did not acknowledge
that there is such a saviour. According to Him we are the
only saviours to save ourselves.

UONIUAIESAI IMARMH I ysn] muyitn:us-
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THREE CHARACTERISTICS
g

The three essential characteristics of everything in this
universe is clearly explained only in this religion. They
are: impermanency of everything, unsatisfactories of
everything and the impersonality or unsubstantiality of
everything. This is the most remarkable discovery of the
Buddha. But due to ignorance of mankind, very few can
understand this kind of lofty and sublime teaching.

mpan:SriesTunuisigpothugmenn Ginsog)eo
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CAUSE OF OUR PROBLEMS
GERGIRBI TS EES

Another important aspect of this religion is the expla-
nation of the main cause of human problems and
sufferings. According to the Buddha, we are facing all
these problems in this mundane world due to our strong
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craving which exists in our mind. He has revealed that
there are three kinds of craving forces in our minds and
these are responsible for our existence, rebirth and all the
other thousands of problems and mental disturbances.
They are craving for existence, craving for worldly or
sensual indulgence and craving for non-existence. To
understand the real meaning of this interpretation of the
Buddha, we have to think about this very carefully and
wisely until realisation comes to us.

AN Eiesytiginisanmesss  wsHng Uty
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World famous philosophers and psychologists also

have explained the same three forces in different
languages as causes of existence. Arthur Schophenhaur
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explains these three forces as sexuality, self preservation
and suicide. Psychologists like Sigmond Freud explain the
same things as libido, ego instinct and death instinct.

GrjSIg  SUERSEIGNOAMING  AMSNg]MHgiEGam
sAMEwTEsm hmamgiot hyangisandnia
NG fgﬁ’@sn;l (Arthur Schophenhaur) (18]RigiufAN:
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MIEHRUNG 9 HAGHIGNSMGNW JEthiAnt LHYs [0
(Sigmond  Freud) msmsimtﬁﬁtssgﬁ@m MMyHIERA
MIthOBRIS;U SMERans 9

Another psychologist, Carl Jung says: “From the
sources of instinct spring forth everything creative”. This
is the way great intellectuals are prepared to support the
truth revealed by the Buddha twenty-five centuries ago.
However, when we examine these explanations, we can
understand that Buddha has gone beyond the

understanding capacity of other great thinkers regarding
these issues.

HABRIGNUUNGIRIAMSIANG & $1 (Carl Jung)
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CAUSE OF SUFFERINGS
bR PHER
Evidently the world is full of various kinds of
sufferings such as death, decay, sorrow, lamentation, pain,
despair etc. The Buddha pointed out that birth (Jati) brings

forth sufferings. If there is no birth, there is no scope for
suffering.

MENENAMANG  FMmaomigithunasigiRutgn
VISUTINEHANT MIMANN sfianmal migjngg
MIABEHENG MIndmje 10 Lmsm@mggtgﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁm
mifingi8[ifngn 1 wondmsmnia fmatsfgnis

Q: Why is there birth?

RILEMISR LT

A: The sub-conscious process of becoming as a
combination of mind and body ( Nama-rupa) (bhava)
causes birth. In other words, where there is bhava, there is
birth.
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fufimsismafin mgsununging Sy nem
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GhE

Q: What leads to the formation of the combination of
body and mind?

1hEsig sy Bigy 2

A: Thoughts grasped by Tanha (upadana) lead to the
formation of Karmic tendencies and lead to mind-body
combination.

Bainwehiihw samanns S8R niweng
Gmgnuwfnmy By

Q: What leads to clinging?

hasiapinamag?

A: Craving (tanha) leads to clinging.

AaMsiApRaaneg

Q: What produces craving?

SHEERE Ik

A: Craving is produced by sensations or feeling
(Vedana).

samigimsuifniginnmiien 9
Q: What generates feeling?

inguifintien?
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A: It is the contact ( of the senses with their objects)
which generates feeling.

hanegg:chanuifiatien o

Q: Why is there such contact?

HIDY IR HMSmmang:

A: Six sense-bases (salayatana) are the causes of
contact.

FIGNIIHE: S0 Athyuingsigiintag: o
Q: How do the six sense-bases come into being?
ifRIgnuIee: Sy RmGHguIEs?

A: Psycho-physical combination (namarupa) brings
forth six sense-bases.

MIYRUMUMSINY Sy si8pRnagnoag:

Q: How does the psycho-physical combination come
into being?

1HaY SiyuRmguiEIEE?
A: With the appearance of inactive or passive con-

sciousness (vinnana or vipaka citta) psycho-physical
combination comes into being.

my SyguiRmdgjurhwaniloman ghangs |

Q: How does there appear passive consciousness?
I MASHIRRIGHYEIYS °

A: It is the outcome of karmic energies (sankhara).
DATRUTUANY (D 9

Q: How do karmic energies ( sankhara) appear?
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innIgeNuWIRRIGHEETEE?

A: In dependence upon ignorance (avijja) which is a
facet of Tanha Karmic energies appear.

ptnIgiugNuIRE MSIENeHIth tnuiosinig

Thus it is apparent that ignorance (avijja) is at the
whole process. However, it cannot be taken as a beginning
of “prima causal”, a meta-physical cause or a cosmogenic
principle, but as a condition under which development
takes place. In dependence upon the one another they
arise. In fact, this is a conditional arising “paticca-
samuppada”. The entire series can be called as the cycle of
existence “ bhava cakka”. Every link can be combined
with another. These links (i.e. ignorance. Karmic energies,

etc.) are known as the twelve spokes of the wheel of
existence.

gigshunaiiims #IEsigRnainiiga 19l
unsam HEsmu{ginsmeguwin MmimUiRingis
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These spokes are linked with the past, present and
future in succession. In the background of past life,
ignorance and karmic energies are found. Within the
sphere of present life there are reactive types of
consciousness, psycho-physical combination, six sense-
bases, contact, sensation, craving, clinging, formation of
karmic tendencies. In the future are seen the rebirth and
attendent sufferings. Thus the cycle of existence being
linked with the periods of past, present and future goes on.

mghnsmuaAsmywuEyg Hhn SuHSAR Ug
UMY MUNHEERME HIH Shwing [imsiain
e Bwnugygmies fmemiugsidoisioman
Y ST MWESIGN 9 Bup 178 HAM gMNS 5
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TGRS Y guiss whpiigissEinsEMityw
Hin UGS SHnSIAR oM |

This is a religion in which we can find real religious
principles, which can be maintained without changing the
same basic ideas and principles at any time, anywhere, and
under any circumstances. The understanding capacity of
the value of these religious ideas may disappear from the
man’s mind. Man may experience the difficulty of
practising these principles in a corrupted society. But the
value of this precious golden discipline will be appre-
ciated by every cultured and understanding man at any-
time.
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It is hoped that the explanation given here would serve
as an appropriate answer to the question “ Why
Buddhism?” and as to Why Buddhism needed even in this
modern era.

Sroijuth 1BANSBUINE MEMHGHMEIEWNBY
Suedgith “iiyuAfsnii s iiingEunethnsng-
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Buddhasasanam Ciram Titthatu!!!

BUSMWIgIAl

The End
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